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OVERVIEW
The Grow A Farmer Mentorship Program works to pair beginner farmers and transitioning-to-organic farmers 
(‘mentees’) with experienced mentor farmers to help facilitate their education and success in organic farming. 

ACORN will facilitate this match-making process by pairing the Mentors’ areas of expertise with Mentees’ needs 
for expertise and education goals. Proximity and geographical location will be strong considerations in the 
pairing process, as ACORN will aim to limit travel distances between Mentors/Mentees. 

ACORN will work to support both Mentors and Mentees through on-going communications, educational events 
and resources.

OUTCOMES FOR GROW A FARMER MENTORS: 
- A $200 honorarium in recognition of their contribution of expertise, time and effort*;
- Information, resources and guidance from ACORN on strategies to improve communication and 

capacity as Mentor-Farmers;
- An active and vital contribution to the future of Atlantic Organic Agriculture!  Mentorship plays a key 

role in the professional development and inspiration of a new generation of new organic farmers; 
ACORN intends to maintain a connection with these farmers after they complete their mentorship, and 
we hope Mentors will too!  This follow-up ensures a higher probability that Mentees will persist through 
their farm start-up years and establish strong and sustainable new organic farms in Atlantic Canada. 

WHAT DO MENTORS PROVIDE? 
- Approximately 1-3 hours a month, for 6 months (+) of communications with Mentee, either via phone, 

email or by farm visits;
- Patience, respect and clear communication to the Mentee, explaining key concepts integral to their 

educational goals and development;
- Three progress reports to ACORN during the course of the Mentorship to assess program development 

and experience; 
- An opportunity to serve as a representative of ACORN–an organization supporting and building the 

future of local organic agriculture in Atlantic Canada;**



1 GENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATION

DateDate

a Full Name

b Age cc     Female
    Male 

d Address & Postal Coded Address & Postal Code

e Home Phone

f Cell  / Alternate #

g Email Address

h Website / Blog
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*ACORN will be active in seeking and applying for all possible additional funding opportunities to offer financial honorariums and 

support for those organizing on-farm events for apprentices.  Please note that Mentors receive the honorarium upon establishing a 

successful, full-term partnership with a Mentee. 

**This involves comprehensive awareness and promotion of ACORN’s work and resources; reviewing ACORN website,  (e)newsletters; 

and communicating all pertinent information on to Mentees.

Please respond to each of the following questions thoughtfully and accurately for us to best help you participate 
in this program. Filling out this form will result in a check of your status as an ACORN member. Upon approval, 
all following information will be added to the appropriate internal databases and you will receive follow up from 
the Coordinator. For more details, please visit www.growafarmer.ca/mentorship/

http://www.growafarmer.ca/mentorship/
http://www.growafarmer.ca/mentorship/


2 BACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUND

a Please describe your farm experience and background, including work experience, education, 
training and current farming activities. 
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Please describe your farm experience and background, including work experience, education, 
training and current farming activities. 
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3 Please indicate your affiliation below (if neither of these applies, you may be asked to complete 
additional steps, including paying for an ACORN membership, to sign up):
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  Current ACORN member
  Participant in past ‘Grow A Farmer’ Symposium or ACORN Conference
  None of these apply—please send me more information on next steps
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4 What activities would you be interested in as a regular part of your mentorship relationship? Choose all 
that interest you: 
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  Phone Calls
  Email Consultations
  Attending gatherings with other Mentors and new farmers in the region
  In-person meetings between Mentor or Mentee (farm-based or in a convenient location for both parties)
  Other?
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5 What are your short-term and long-term farming plans? What are your short-term and long-term farming plans? What are your short-term and long-term farming plans? What are your short-term and long-term farming plans? What are your short-term and long-term farming plans? What are your short-term and long-term farming plans? 

6 What aspects of organic farming and business management do you feel you excel in and could share 
with a Mentee (e.g. vegetable crops, soil fertility, greenhouse production, crop rotations, marketing, 
livestock, small fruits, orchard management, value added, cost of production, CSA management, etc.)?

What aspects of organic farming and business management do you feel you excel in and could share 
with a Mentee (e.g. vegetable crops, soil fertility, greenhouse production, crop rotations, marketing, 
livestock, small fruits, orchard management, value added, cost of production, CSA management, etc.)?
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with a Mentee (e.g. vegetable crops, soil fertility, greenhouse production, crop rotations, marketing, 
livestock, small fruits, orchard management, value added, cost of production, CSA management, etc.)?

What aspects of organic farming and business management do you feel you excel in and could share 
with a Mentee (e.g. vegetable crops, soil fertility, greenhouse production, crop rotations, marketing, 
livestock, small fruits, orchard management, value added, cost of production, CSA management, etc.)?

What aspects of organic farming and business management do you feel you excel in and could share 
with a Mentee (e.g. vegetable crops, soil fertility, greenhouse production, crop rotations, marketing, 
livestock, small fruits, orchard management, value added, cost of production, CSA management, etc.)?

7 Do you have any questions or further comments your would like to provide to ACORN? Do you have any questions or further comments your would like to provide to ACORN? Do you have any questions or further comments your would like to provide to ACORN? Do you have any questions or further comments your would like to provide to ACORN? Do you have any questions or further comments your would like to provide to ACORN? Do you have any questions or further comments your would like to provide to ACORN? 

8 ADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONSADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONSADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONSADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONSADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONSADDITIONAL EXPECTATIONS

a To cooperate with ACORN and provide regular updates and feedback sessions with the Program 
Coordinator periodically throughout the season
To cooperate with ACORN and provide regular updates and feedback sessions with the Program 
Coordinator periodically throughout the season
To cooperate with ACORN and provide regular updates and feedback sessions with the Program 
Coordinator periodically throughout the season
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To cooperate with ACORN and provide regular updates and feedback sessions with the Program 
Coordinator periodically throughout the season

    YES    YES    YES    YES    YES     NO    NO
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b To provide contributions to ACORN’s Grow A Farmer website, via short articles; blog postings, about the 
experience, etc. 
To provide contributions to ACORN’s Grow A Farmer website, via short articles; blog postings, about the 
experience, etc. 
To provide contributions to ACORN’s Grow A Farmer website, via short articles; blog postings, about the 
experience, etc. 
To provide contributions to ACORN’s Grow A Farmer website, via short articles; blog postings, about the 
experience, etc. 
To provide contributions to ACORN’s Grow A Farmer website, via short articles; blog postings, about the 
experience, etc. 
To provide contributions to ACORN’s Grow A Farmer website, via short articles; blog postings, about the 
experience, etc. 

    YES    YES    YES    YES    YES     NO    NO

9 GENERAL UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENTGENERAL UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENTGENERAL UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENTGENERAL UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENTGENERAL UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENTGENERAL UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENT

Please read and agree to the following statement: I understand that ACORN will use the information provided 
here for the sole purposes of enhancing farmer-to-farmer mentoring and education. I accept that I will need to 
act upon certain follow-up information that I receive. I understand that any response on this application form 
may be provided on materials furnished to other participants.  I will prioritize and adhere to the program 
education plan outlined here to the best of my and my farm’s ability.
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may be provided on materials furnished to other participants.  I will prioritize and adhere to the program 
education plan outlined here to the best of my and my farm’s ability.
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education plan outlined here to the best of my and my farm’s ability.
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may be provided on materials furnished to other participants.  I will prioritize and adhere to the program 
education plan outlined here to the best of my and my farm’s ability.
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education plan outlined here to the best of my and my farm’s ability.

Please sign here:Please sign here:Please sign here:

ACORN’s Signature:ACORN’s Signature:ACORN’s Signature:

To apply: Once complete, please send this application form to:

ACORN’s Grow A Farmer Program 
#11 - 5300 Morris St. 

Halifax, NS., B3J-1B9

or email to lucia@acornorganic.org

All applicants will receive confirmation of application within two weeks of submission. 

Contact: 

Lucia Stephen

ACORN Grow A Farmer Program Coordinator

www.growafarmer.ca - www.acornorganic.org 

1-866-322-2676/1-506-536-2867
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